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THANKS TO OUR PHOTOGRAPHERS: Nancy Kirsner, Cathy Nugent, Daniela Simmons, Tonia Smith and others 

— CONGRATULATIONS 2019 AWARD WINNERS —

DoubleTree by Hilton
Manchester Downtown

Manchester, NH
May 2-5, 2019

7777THTH Annual Group Psychotherapy Annual Group Psychotherapy 
& Psychodrama Conference& Psychodrama Conference

INNOVATOR'S AWARD
Mario Cossa, RDT/MT, TEP

J. L. MORENO AWARD
Catherine D. Nugent,

LCPC, TEP

DAVID A. KIPPER 
SCHOLAR'S AWARD
René Marineau, PhD

HANNAH B. WEINER
AWARD

Colleen Baratka, MA, TEP

COLLABORATOR'S AWARD
Linda Ciotola, MEd, TEP

Nancy Alexander, MSW, LCSW-C

PRESIDENT'S AWARD
Saphira Linden, MA,

RDT, BCT, LCAT, TEP

FELLOWS
Regina Sewell, PhD, MEd, LMHC, PCC, CP

Deborah Shaddy, MS, LMHP, LCPC, TEP 

DIVERSITY AWARD
Heidi Landis, LCAT,

RDT/BCT, CGP, TEP

WILLIAM L. MORENO
AWARD

William L. Moreno



— WELCOME RECEPTION —

Welcoming attendees: ASGPP Treasurer, Rhona
Case; Administrative Assistant, Paula De Franco; 
VP, Daniela Simmons; Conference Co-Chairs, 
Scott Giacomucci and Maria Mellano with
President, Nancy Kirsner.

— DIVERSITY FORUM —
Jennie Kristel, REAT, APTT, RMT & Joshua S. Lee, LCSW-C

Think Globally and Enact Locally

Shirley Barkely and her granddaughter, 

Ocie, started the forum off with a ceremony

celebrating the Four Rivers that surround

Manchester and run through all of New Hampshire.



— KEYNOTE ADDRESS —
Nisha Sajnani, PhD, RDT-BCT

The Art of Surprise: The Essential Role of Disruption 
in the Transformational Process

— NEWCOMERS BREAKFAST —

Barbara Johnson, Stacee Reicherzer 

and Aida Hernandez



— COMMUNITY SOCIOMETRIC SELECTION —

Friday morning 
workshop leaders with 
Nancy Kirsner and the
Sociometric Selection

Team facilitating

— ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND LIVE AUCTION —

ASGPP Officers and Executive Council

Maria Mellano, auctioneer



— AWARDS LUNCHEON AND CEREMONY —

Left to Right:
Collaborators Award,

Linda Ciotola & Nancy Alexander;
Innovator's Award, Mario Cossa;

President’s Award, Saphira Linden;
Fellow, Deborah Shaddy & Regina Sewell

Left to Right:
J.L. Moreno Award, Catherine D. Nugent;
David Kipper Award, René Marineau;
Hannah B. Weiner Award, Colleen Baratka;
William L. Moreno Award, 
Accepted by Joseph Moreno

MCs: Nancy Kirstner & John Rasberry



— FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE AT THE MOVIES —
A Cinematic History of Psychodrama

— INTERNATIONAL TELE CAFÉ —

Interactive panel moderated by Jacqui Siroka with film 
participants Kelley Brower, Nan Neily-Seif, Nina Garcia, and
Jaye Moyer.



— PLENARY ADDRESS —
Edward Schreiber, DD, EdM, LADC, TEP

Sociatry Offers Added Wisdom

— LET'S HAVE A BALL... —



— CLOSING RITUAL AND PASSING OF THE TORCH —

— ENVISIONING THE CREATIVE ARTS THERAPIES —
Saphira Linden, RDT-BCT, LCAT, TEP

and a Panel of distinguished experts in their field:
Susan Nisenbaum Becker, LCSW, LADC, RDT • Kimberley Burden, LCAT, RDT/BCT, BC-DMT, CP 

Christopher Carbone, MA, RDT, C-IAYT • Philip Speiser, PhD, RDT/BCT, REAT
Vivien Speiser, REAT, LMHC, NCC, BC-DMT • Daniel Wiener, PhD, LMFT, RDT/BCT



— EXHIBITORS —

— AUCTIONS / BASKETCASES / RAFFLE —

— MEMORIALS —

— CONFERENCE PREP —



Conference co-chairs: Maria
Mellano and Scott Giacomucci 

Ed Schreiber and Rosalie
Minkin 

Anika Baratka, Marlo Archer,
Colleen Baratka,Daniela Simmons 

Cathy Nugent with members of the
Taiwan Association for Psychodrama

Darleen Vanchura, Humberto Valdés,
Nancy Kirsner, Luisa (Lulu) Carter and
Serap Kantarcı Sanlıkol 

Daniel Weiner and Saphira Linden Mario Cossa, Steve Kopp, Janell
Adair and Rhona Case 

Kate Hudgins, Peter Howie and Bill Wysong

Joe Moreno, Regina Moreno and Ruby
Moreno 

Daniela Simmons, Mark Wentworth
and Cristina Schmidt

Nina Garcia and 
Cathy Nugent

Scott Giacomucci, Tzivia Stein, Rhona Case,
Darleen Vanchura and Tonia Smith

Lulu Carter and Mary Bellofatto Brittany Lakin-Starr and Chris Scott Sarah Kelley and 
little one at the dance

Mary Anna Palmer, Darleen Vanchura, Katrena Hart, 
Daniela Simmons, Marcie Burkart, Carole Bass,
Tzivia Stein, Chi-Sing Li and Anath Garber

Jochen Becker-Ebel and 
Stacee Reicherzer

Yun-Jen Hsieh, Molly Mo and Adam
Chi-Chu Chou 

Nina Garcia, Daniela Simmons and
Julie Wells

Lynne MeekerMario Cossa and Colleen
Baratka

Executive CouncilChi-Sing Li and Yun-Jen
Hsieh

Regina Sewell and
Janell Adair

Rachel Longer and Katie Lacenere

Onaje Muid and Fatima Hafiz

Margo Fallon and
Nancy Kirsner



Thanks to all who helped
put together a successful
conference

Sponsors  

Carl Hollander Level ($1,500)
• Ce-Classes.com — www.Ce-classes.com
• Hudson Valley Psychodrama Institute

Judy Swallow & Rebecca Walters — www.hvpi.net
• Psychodrama & Creative Arts Therapy Institute, 

NYC, Louise Lipman — Lipmannyc1@aol.com
• South Florida Center for Psychodrama, Action 

Training and Groupworks, Nancy Kirsner — 
www.positivepsychologyworks.com

• Therapeutic Spiral International, 
Kate Hudgins — www.drkatehudgins.com

Scholar Level ($900)
• Bridging Harts Institute & Psychotherapy, 

Katrena Hart — www.BridgingHarts.com

Scholarship Donors (up to $500) 
•  Rhona Case  •  Leititia Coburn  •  Sara Davila 
•  Michael Gross  •  Anne Kitts  •  Shelley Korshak
•  Sue McMunn  •  Cathy Nugent  •  Sylvia Stenitzer 
•  Gong Shu 

Executive Council Officers

PRESIDENT:
Nancy Kirsner, PhD, LMFT, OTR, TEP

VICE PRESIDENT:
Daniela Simmons, PhD, TEP

SECRETARY:
Shelley Korshak, MD, CGP, FAGPA

TREASURER:
Rhona Case, MEd, TEP

Executive Council Members
MaryAnn Bodnar, MA, LMHC, CSAT, TEP
Ronald C. Collier, LCSW, TEP
Kim Cox, MA, NPO
Anath Garber, MA, TEP
Scott Giacomucci, LCSW, CTTS, CET III, CP/PAT
Aida Hernandez, MA, LPC
Chi-Sing Li, PhD, LPC-S, LMFT
Maria Mellano, MSW, LICSW, CP/PAT
Mary Anna Palmer, LICSW, LMFT, TEP
Anne Taylor Remley, LCSW, NCACII, CSAC, CP/PAT
Marianne Shapiro, LMHC, TEP
John Skandalis, MA, LMHC, TEP

Conference Steering Committee
Maria Mellano (Co-Chair, Hospitality, Silent Auction,
    Session Assistants & Publicity/Outreach)
Scott Giacomucci (Co-Chair, Program, Exhibitors, 
    & CEU Committees)
Janell Adair (Auctions)
Kim Cox (Program)
Jennie Kristel and Joshua Lee (Diversity Forum & 
    Closing Event)
Nancy Kirsner (Awards)
Nancy Kirsner, Daniela Simmons, Rhona Case 
    (Conference Liaison Committee)

Exhibitors 
 Action Explorations: Psychodrama in 

Non-Therapeutic Settings
American Board of Examiners
Arizona Psychodrama Institute
ASGPP Publications (Journal, PNN & Tele’Gram)
ASGPP Research Committee
Boston Psychodrama Institute
Ce-Classes
Chopra Addiction and Wellness Center
Expressive Therapies Training Institute
Granite Recovery Centers
Lesley University 
Phoenix Center for Experiential Trauma Therapy
Psychodrama Training Institute, a division of 

The Sociometric Institute - NYC

Advertisers
Bridging Harts Institute & Psychotherapy, 

Katrena Hart
Ce-Classes.com
Hudson Valley Psychodrama Institute

Judy Swallow & Rebecca Walters 
Laurel Psychodrama Institute, Cathy Nugent
Psychodrama & Creative Arts Therapy

Institute, NYC, Louise Lipman
Psychodrama Chicago, Shelley Korshak
South Florida Center for Psychodrama, Action     

Training and Groupworks, Nancy Kirsner
Therapeutic Spiral International, Kate Hudgins

Conference Performers
DJ: Frank Pietroski
Jenni Kristel/Joshua Lee playback theater group 



Thanks to all 
for supporting 
the ASGPP

Awards Committee
Sue McMunn, Chair 
Ron Collier
Judy Swallow
Colleen Baratka
Louise Lipman

Bylaws Committee
Nancy Kirsner
Daniela Simmons
Erica Hollander
Kirsten Friedman
Anne Taylor Remley 

CE Committee
MaryAnn Bodnar, Chair
Anne Kitts 

Chapters
Maria Mellano, Chair
Scottie Urmey
Carol Feldman Bass
Brittany Starr-Lakin
Ron Collier

Conference Committee
Kim Cox – EC liaison
Nancy Kirsner
Daniela Simmons
2019 Conference Co-chairs:
Scott Giacomucci and 
Maria Mellano

Conference Task Force
Kim Cox, Chair
Sandy Seeger
Rebecca Walters,
Chi-Sing Li
Aimee Johnson

Elders Initiative Task Force
Anath Garber, Chair
Nancy Kirsner
Linda Ciotola
Mary Anna Palmer
Tom Treadwell

Ethics and Professional
Standards Committeee
Connie Lawrence, Chair
Estelle Fineberg
Michael Traynor

Evaluation Committee
Anne Kitts, Chair
Darlene Vanchura
Ron Collier

Executive Committee
Nancy Kirsner, President,
Daniela Simmons, VP 
Rhona Case, Treasurer
Shelley Korshak,

Secretary

Finance Committee
Rhona Case,  Chair
Janell Ader 
Nancy Kirsner
Daniela Simmons

Fundraising Committee
Maria Mellano, Chair
Rhona Case

International Committee
Daniela Simmons, Chair
Nancy Kirsner
Herb Proper (USA, India)
Molly Mo (Canada)
Mark Wentworth (England)
Luisa Carter (USA, Brazil) 
Chi Chu Chou (Taiwan)
Joseph Dillard (Germany)
Magdalene Jeyarathnam 

(India)
Carolina Becerril (France)
Caner Bingol (Turkey)

Membership Committee
Marianne Shapiro, Chair
Nicole Stottlemyer
Mary Anna Palmer
Anne Kitts
Juliana Fort
John Skandalis

Nominations Committee
Deborah Day, Chair
Jacqueline Siroka
Uneeda Brewer 

Professional Standards 
Committee
Tonya Quillen
Mike Traynor 
Estelle Fineberg 

Publications Committee
Daniela Simmons, Chair
Nancy Kirsner, Patty Phelps

— PNN
Nina Garcia, Elaine Camerota

— Journal Editors in Chief

Publicity and Social Media
Committee 
Patty Phelps, Chair
Daniela Simmons
Maria Mellano

Research Committee
Chi-Sing, Chair
Scott Giacomucci
Rob Pramann
Daniela Simmons
Dan Tomasulo
Michael Wieser
Rory Remer
Dave Moran
Joseph Dillard
Adam Chi-Chu Chou
Caner Bingöl

Scholarship Committee
Mary Anna Palmer, Chair

Website Committee 
Regina Sewell, Chair
Patty Phelps
Daniela Simmons
Kim Cox

Special Thanks To
Maria Mallano, Scott Giacomucci,
Conference steering committee,
Executive Council, Patty Phelps,

Nancy Kirsner, Daniela Simmons,
Rhona Case, Janell Adair, 

Paula De Franco, Nisha Sajnani, 
Ed Schreiber, Saphira Linden and

Creative Arts Therapies panel,
Robert and Jacqui Siroka, 
Jaye Moyer, Nina Garcia, 

Nan Neilly-Seif, and 
Kelley Brower. 


